APPENDIX 1

9.29 These areas do not represent the only areas in the region where habitat enhancement
will be feasible, and does not preclude habitat enhancement and creation where this
would meet local targets and other benefits, such as green space in urban areas.

9.30 The areas of strategic opportunity for biodiversity Improvement in Diagram NRM3 are
based on key habitat types, but within each area the distribution and nature of existing
habitats and designated sifes must be taken into account. The key strategic habitats
comprise:

i lowland heath and acld grassland, where there are major opporiunities for restoration
and re-creation of habitats on sand and gravel including heath!and acid grassland,
acid woodland and bog

ii. chalk downs where there are opportunities to restore, re-create and manage chalk
grassland, chalk woodland and species-rich scrub

iil. woodland, where there are concentrations of important woodland habitats which
could be restored, enhanced and re-connected and where other key habitais
including grassland, wetland and heath could be restored

iv. wetlands (including coastal and floodplain grazing marsh, reed beds, inter-tidal
mudflats and saltmarsh) where wet grassland, reed bed, fen, open water and wet
woodland habitats could be restored and re-created and where coastal realignment
could help to re-create inter-tidal habitats.
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Natural Resource Management

The Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA) is designated under European
Directive 79/409/EEC because of its populations of three heathland species of birds —
Dartford Warbler, Nightiar and Woodiark. This designation covers paris of 15 local
authority areas and three counties and is likely to have a majorimpact upon the potential
for development within these areas and others adjoining it. See following diagram showing
local authority boundaries, 400m and 5km zones:
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